Familial medulloblastoma in siblings: report in one family and review of the literature.
Two siblings in a family--a 5-year-old boy and an 8-year-old girl--suffered from progressive headache and gait disturbance in an interval of 1 year, consecutively. Neurologic manifestations were papilledema and truncal ataxia. Both of their computed tomography scans showed a large, well-enhanced tumor located in the cerebellar vermis with secondary hydrocephalus. Both had surgical resection followed by craniospinal irradiation and then chemotherapy. The pathologic findings confirmed the diagnosis of medulloblastomas. The family pedigree disclosed some other cancer in close relatives. These findings suggested a possible role of heredity in the oncogenesis of this tumor. To our knowledge, our cases are the seventh report of familial medulloblastoma occurring in nontwin siblings in the world.